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MCCS-HMP                                                                                          (Date)
MEMORANDUM For Interservice Physician Assistant Candidates

SUBJECT:  Welcome Letter for Students of the Interservice Physician Assistant Program

1.  Congratulations on your selection to attend the Interservice Physician Assistant 

Program at Fort Sam Houston, Texas.  Upon successful completion of this rigorous 2-year program, you will be joining a highly dedicated and respected profession.  The road ahead is long and difficult, but the rewards are great.

2.  The initial in-processing briefing will begin at (Time), (Date) in Room 0201A in the basement level of Willis Hall, which is located in Building 2841 at 3151 Stanley Road.  An Opening Ceremony for students and family members will take place on (Date), at 0730 hours, in Blesse Auditorium, Willis Hall, Bldg 2841 on Stanley Road.  Immediately following the ceremony classes will commence at 0830 hours in Room 3403.  Duty uniform is Service uniform.  

Students who are not present on the first day of in-processing will not be enrolled in the program.

You are advised to arrive at Fort Sam Houston several days or weeks prior to the report date on your orders to relocate your family, receive your household goods, and resolve personal business prior to the start of the program.  You will not be excused from class to attend to such matters so be sure your family members have a current power of attorney to conduct business in your absence.  

3.  Preparatory study materials are located on the following Internet Site:

http://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/ipap/

Knowledge of these subjects is imperative to aid in successful completion of the basic science course.

4.  Information regarding the Army Medical Department Center and School and the 

San Antonio area can be found at the following Internet Sites:

http://www.cs.amedd.army.mil

http://www.expressnews.com
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5.  All candidates must obtain an American Heart Association, Basic Life Support 

(BCLS) certification course, within 3 months prior to reporting to the Interservice Physician Assistant Program.

5.  Housing on Fort Sam Houston is very limited.  There is no billeting for single soldiers and 

family housing presently has an average 12-month waiting period.  You should be prepared to obtain off-post housing.  There is an abundance of apartments and homes for rent in close proximity to the post.  However, you are authorized to apply for post housing upon arrival at Fort Sam Houston.  The Housing Division is located in Building 367 on Stanley Road and the telephone number is DSN: 471-2341 or COM:  (210) 221-2341.  The Housing Referral office is also located in Bldg 367 and can be of great assistance in locating off-post housing.  Family housing may be available at Randolph AFB for members of all services based upon availability.  You may contact the Randolph Housing Office for details at DSN 487-4102 or 

COM (210) 652-4102.

7.  Be advised that this school will be your duty section and attendance and punctuality are closely monitored.  Unexcused absences or tardiness to class can result in dismissal from this program.

8.  If you have any questions or problems that cannot be solved by your service-specific detachment personnel, you may contact the staff of the PA program at DSN: 471-8004 or COM:  (210) 221- 8004.  Again, congratulations for your selection and we look forward to seeing you soon.
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